
                                         

Athletic Scholarships – What are They? (September 2019) 
Receiving an athletic scholarship is not as common as families think. Offers are often confused 

with an actual scholarship, and they are two different things. Before you have accepted an athletic 

scholarship, it is important to know how often it will be renewed because not all athletic 

scholarships are renewed annually. Here is why an athletic scholarship may or may not be 

guaranteed for four years. 

It’s no secret that the college recruiting process can get complicated, especially when it comes to 

athletic scholarships. There are a lot of things to consider when pursuing an athletic scholarship, 

including important deadlines, new recruiting rules, as well as knowing which divisions offer 

athletic scholarships in the first place. But are athletic scholarships even guaranteed for four 

years? Read on to find the answer to this and other important scholarship questions. 

 

A SCHOLARSHIP OFFER IS NOT A GUARANTEE 

It’s important to note that when a coach extends a verbal scholarship offer, it’s non-binding. This 

means that the scholarship will be granted if certain requirements are met, and one of them is 

signing the National Letter of Intent. However, keep in mind that even though they are not binding, 

verbal offers and commitments should still be taken very seriously for the majority of athletics 

programs.  

 

SO, WHAT IS AN ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP? 

An athletic scholarship is the amount of financial aid given to a student-athlete from a collegiate 

athletic department to help offset the cost of tuition. It is awarded based on the student’s athletic 

abilities, athletic department budget, type of sport and division level. The team’s coach is tasked 

with deciding who to award scholarships to, as well as how much money each student-athlete 

receives.  

 

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS CAN BE GUARANTEED FOR FOUR YEARS, BUT IT’S NOT THE 

NORM 

The NCAA has allowed colleges to provide multiyear scholarships since 2012. Additionally, in 

2015, NCAA D1 colleges from the Power Five conferences (colleges in the Football Bowl 

Subdivision, plus Notre Dame) agreed to implement a rule that prevented multi-year D1 

scholarships from being canceled or not renewed for any athletic reason. 

 

So, yes, there are athletic scholarships that are guaranteed for four years, but they are not the 

norm outside of powerhouse football programs. While the practice of extending multi-year, athletic 



                                         

scholarships has been growing, it is largely dependent on whether specific programs and coaches 

are open to offering them. 

Most athletic scholarships are only guaranteed for one year, but they are generally renewed 

annually. There some exceptions to this such as having academic or conduct issues. So, be sure 

to discuss scholarship offers in detail with each coach in order to get a good idea of what your 

situation will be. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS CAN BE TAKEN AWAY 

It’s possible for student-athletes to lose their athletic scholarships, which can happen for a variety 

of reasons. The most common scenario is when a student-athlete thinks they have a scholarship, 

but all they have is an offer. This is one of the pitfalls of not understanding the difference between 

a verbal offer and an actual scholarship. 

While college coaches are usually the ones who extend verbal offers, the National Letter of Intent 

is actually the binding agreement between the college and the student-athlete. That means if you 

sign an NLI and the coach who offered you the scholarships leaves the program — which can 

and does happen — your contract with the school remains.  

However, next year that same offer may not be on the table if there is a new coach and you were 

awarded a one-year scholarship. So, in the case of a coaching change, know that you may not 

get a scholarship in the second year. 

Getting injured or redshirted are common reasons why your athletic scholarship may not be 

renewed. In addition, if you have disciplinary issues with the school, if you end up on academic 

probation or if you’re not performing as well as expected, the coach could take away your 

scholarship and extend it to another athlete.  

WHILE RECEIVING AN ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP OFFER IS A GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT, 

IT ISN’T THE END OF THE ROAD. 

The offer is not finalized until the NLI is signed so it’s important to know where you stand with a 

coach at all times. 

 


